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Executive Summary
Introduction

Nancy G. Brinker promised her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, she would do
everything in her power to end breast cancer forever. In 1982, that promise
became Susan G. Komen for the Cure and launched the global breast cancer
movement. Today, Komen for the Cure is the world’s largest grassroots
network of breast cancer survivors and activists.

Through programs like the Komen Race for the Cure® Series, Dine Out for the
Cure™, and various other fundraising activities, education programs, and
awareness events, the Western New York Komen Affiliate raises hundreds of
thousands of dollars each year directed toward the breast health and breast
cancer burden in WNY. To date, the Affiliate has awarded $2.5 million in
programs and grants to improve access to breast health care and provide
outreach and education in the community. Komen for the Cure places special
emphasis on reaching underserved populations.

To meet our promise, the Western New York Affiliate relies on the Community
Profile process to guide the work. The Community Profile includes an
overview of demographic and breast cancer statistics that highlight target
areas, groups or issues. The statistics pinpoint where efforts will have the
most impact. In order to ensure effective and targeted efforts it is important
to also understand what programs and services gaps, needs and barriers exist.
The Community Profile also includes analysis of the community within -
including the voices of those living in target areas and representing target
populations.
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